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Human Mesenchymal Stromal Cells: Biological Characterization and Clinical 
Application 
 
1. Platelet lysate can replace fetal calf serum in the generation and ex vivo 
expansion of MSCs for cellular therapy (this thesis). 
 
2. Human bone marrow-derived MSCs do not undergo malignant transformation 
after long term in vitro culture and do not exhibit mechanisms aimed at 
maintenance of telomere length (this thesis). 
 
3. In patients given a T-cell depleted peripheral blood stem cell transplantation 
from an HLA-haploidentical relative, co-infusion of donor-derived MSCs with 
hematopoietic stem cells is safe and results in a reduction in the risk of graft 
failure (this thesis). 
 
4. Infusion of ex-vivo expanded MSCs, regardless of the type of donor, is an 
effective and safe treatment for patients with steroid-resistant acute GvHD (this 
thesis). 
 
5. The advent of regenerative medicine has provided clinicians with an effective 
armamentarium to cure several degenerative and immune-mediated conditions.  
 
6. The efficacy of anti-Tumor Necrosis Factor monoclonal antibodies in the 
treatment of refractory fistulizing Crohn’s disease, despite being associated 
with great clinical expectations, is limited (Kamm MA, Ng SC. Clin 
Gastroenterol Hepatol 2008;6:7-10). 
 
7. Children should not be excluded from the benefits of research (Lee L. J Pediatr 
Oncol Nurs. 1991;8:24-29).  
 
8. When parents conceive a child with the nonexclusive aim of providing a donor 
for an existing child needing transplantation, there is no reason to criticise their 
choice (Burgio GR, Gluckman E, Locatelli F. Lancet. 2003;361:250-252). 
 
9. We are always running for the thrill of it – Empire of the Sun 
 
10. Transparency is the basis of any solid and imperishable relation.  
 
11. Career development for women in medicine is a matter of making choices.  
 
12.  Poverty is the denial of all human rights – M. Yunus 
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